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For both the novice and for those who have been engaged in prayer for years, here is the one guide

needed to practice Jewish prayer and understand the prayer book, from one of the world's most

famous and respected rabbis.From the origins and meaning of worship to a step-by-step

explanation of the daily prayers to the reason you're not supposed to chat with your friends during

services, Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz answers many of the questions likely to arise about Jewish prayer.

Here are chapters on daily prayer; Sabbath prayer; prayer services for the holidays; the yearly cycle

of synagogueÂ Bible readings; the history and makeup of the synagogue; the different prayer rites

for Ashkenazim, Sephardim, Yemenites, and other cultural/geographic groupings; the role of the

rabbi and the cantor in the synagogue; and the role of music in the service.

Paperback: 464 pages

Publisher: Schocken; Reprint edition (March 5, 2002)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0805211470

ISBN-13: 978-0805211474

Product Dimensions:  5.2 x 1.1 x 8 inches

Shipping Weight: 14.4 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:     4.4 out of 5 stars       24 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #311,960 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #33 inÂ Books > Religion &

Spirituality > Judaism > Prayerbooks   #180 inÂ Books > Religion & Spirituality > Judaism > Jewish

Life   #277 inÂ Books > Religion & Spirituality > Judaism > History

For readers who wish to learn about Jewish prayer, A Guide to Jewish Prayer is the first book to

read, and the one that will be the cornerstone of any collection of books on the subject. Rabbi Adin

Steinsaltz, a world- renowned scholar of Judaic studies and the editor and translator of Random

House's 22-volume edition of the Talmud, has written this Guide in order to "open the gates of

Jewish prayer for those who want to know and comprehend both its essence and its structure, and

the numerous details concerning the various prayer services." Beginning with magisterial essays on

the nature of prayer and the history of the Siddur (the common Jewish prayer book), Steinsaltz then

moves to a detailed description of the prayer services conducted over the course of the Jewish

year, and ends with a series of essays about communal prayer, including chapters on the



synagogue, prayer accessories, and the music of prayer. With a comprehensive glossary and short

biographies of the many rabbis who have influenced the history of Jewish prayer, Steinsaltz's Guide

provides every necessary resource for understanding prayer, for every conceivable reader--from the

curious gentile to the devoted Jew. -- Michael Joseph Gross --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.

Steinsaltz, one of this era's most influential rabbis (Simple Words), turns his attention to prayer,

marrying straightforward how-to tips with reflections on the nature and meaning of Jewish prayer.

The book opens with a discussion of individual versus communal prayer, with Steinsaltz explaining

that although Jewish prayer heavily emphasizes community, there is a place in Judaism for

individual prayer. Communal prayer expresses the needs and hopes of the entire nation of Israel,

but individuals can and should still pray alone, with or without liturgy, in times of personal need. He

also tackles gender. Men and women, he explains, are both obligated to pray (although women are

not legally obligated to participate in the thrice-daily minyan). Steinsaltz offers a concise history of

the Jewish prayer book, tracing the development of prayers from the Second Temple period to

20th-century prayers commemorating the Holocaust and Israeli Independence Day. In the book's

valuable how-to section, he carefully examines weekdays, Sabbaths and holidays, explaining which

prayers are said when and why. He introduces readers to "prayer accessories" such as the tallith

(prayer shawl) and tefillin (phylacteries). The book concludes with a rousing discussion of Jewish

music and its relation to prayer traditions. This guide will help both novices and experienced Jews to

deepen their understanding of prayer. One caution: it is decidedly Orthodox in outlook.

Non-Orthodox readers will find much of interest, but they will not find discussions of, for example,

feminist language for God. (Sept.) Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers

to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Thanks

I love this book! It is very informative. I can't seem to be able to put it down. Thank you!

As described. Thank you!!

Clear and well written.



Just what I wanted, an introduction. Met all expectations. Well written for the average reader.

Definitely recommend for anyone interested in this topic.

A good, comprehensive overview of prayer. Does not have a listing of daily prayers that would have

been helpful to me.

I learnt more about the Jewish faith and the feast. I was surprised the depth of knowledge in this

book I was not expecting

Beautifully done as are all of his books. Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz is one of our treasures.
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